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justification in the same kind of necessity which caused
Calvin to establish a government by presbyters, or
Wesley to consecrate bishops for America. The step
is taken by the Old Catholics as a necessity. They
give their community an episcopal form merely as a
matter of order, and not at all from the stand-point of
our Anglican High Churchmen that episcopacy is
necessary to the constitution of a Church. A Synod,
consisting partly of laymen, is to share with the bishop
the ecclesiastical government. Professor Friedrich
declared his conviction that a priest could confirm as
well as a bishop; and Professor Eeinkens, in a lecture
delivered at Crefeld, expressly denies that there is any
particular gift of grace connected with the office of a
bishop.

After hearing the speakers in the Old Catholic Con-
gress, it is not difficult to see the object at which they
aim. They have broken away from authority, and
have claimed as their Christian inheritance freedom to
think for themselves. According to Eeinkens, this
freedom has always existed in the Catholic Church.
It has only been taken away by the long and at
last successful efforts of the Eoman Curia. They
separate from the Vatican Church only so far as they
are compelled to protest against its errors. Their hope
is ultimately to effect reforms, not merely in their own
community, but throughout the entire Eoman Catholic
Church. Their prospect of success in this is only
small. That same Ultramontane spirit which in the
sixteenth century sacrificed England and the half of
Germany is not likely to promote reforms that will
conciliate the Old Catholics. It is, however, import-